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News and Events, October 2024 Edition 

 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
October has arrived, and the crisp autumn air brings with it a reminder that Contest Season is almost 
upon us! This is the time of year when radio contest fanatics remember all of the things that they wanted 
to have accomplished before the season begins. And so the scramble starts... making lists, ordering parts, 
scheduling work times and getting serious about the highest priority items. Time seems to accelerate 
through the month of October and before we know it, the CQWW SSB is upon us. Of course, the wiser 
operators among us began their projects many months ago, and are just putting the finishing touches on 
everything before the major contests begin.  
 
After another successful victory in last year's California QSO Party, TCG is geared up for another shot at 
the title. With ten meters showing very strong signs of life now that autumn has arrived, this should be a 
record-setting party. Tennessee is in a good part of the country for propagation to California. Even if all you 
have is a ten-meter antenna, there will be lots of action from California on the first weekend of October. 
Please consider making some time to join your TCG in the biggest state QSO party of them all, the CQP. 
Finally, please remember to make sure that your Cabrillo log contains the following line: 
 
CLUB: Tennessee Contest Group 
 
See you in the pileups, 
 
—Kirk Pickering, K4RO        TCG President 

 
 
CONTEST ACTIVITY 
Be sure to check out the official report at Tennessee QSO Party (https://tnqp.org/) 
 

 
 

https://tnqp.org/
https://tnqp.org/
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W9SN 2024 ARRL DX CW M/S Low power - USA and set new record 
Steve reports “It is now official that we've won the 2024 ARRL DX CW M/S Low power - USA and set new 
record. 
 
My grandson Jake (KA4JAM) is 13 years old and less than 2 years with license.  (now 14 years old). He was 
completely remote from NC to my Flex 6600 as well as Mike W9RNY in IL. We ran a zoom session the 
entire time and used N1MM chat window.  His first major contest and he not only participated but did a lot  
of the running.  I was a little concern ed about letting him run, as I didn't want to overwhelm him.  Boy was 
I wrong.  Jake asked to run and we let him dive right in. He stayed in the hot seat for hours at a time, while 
Mike and I watched in amazement. At 13, he's already doing what world class ops are doing. He made our 
first and last QSO of this contest and over 30% of the Q's!  This contest was a blast.  
 
Every band was amazing from working lots of 5-watt stations in EU on 80 meters to the huge JA runs on 10-
15 meters for hours.  I was also surprised by the 0600z openings to EU on 20 meters.  Ops with 100 watts 
were well over S9.  Incredible conditions. This is probably the most memorable contest I have done, 
especially breaking a USA record. I can't wait for him to receive his first walnut on the wall, and what 
a beauty this ARRL DX one is.  
 
Jake now logs into my station from his QTH in NC several times per week.  He can turn it on/off, rotate 
any of the 4 towers and switch to any antennas from the PC I sent him.  I watch him run contests all on his 
own now.  He's found a passion in life and my job is to feed it.  He can use his Icom station I installed for 
him locally, or he can remote into mine anytime he wants.  He's never without the ability to make Q’s. 
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It's really cool to be outside and see one of my antennas turn, knowing he's having as much fun as I did 
when I was his age. (Steve W9SN) 
 
Here is a selected list, as of this publication, of those who put up scores on 3830 Scores Summary in 
September: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

https://www.3830scores.com/currecscores.php?arg=Rv7JLizVLeDJU
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Didn’t see your score listed? Next time, make sure to 
submit your score summary to 3830scores.com, and 
use the pull-down menu under “Club” to select 
“Tennessee Contest Group.” Of course, it’s also 
important to make sure that the Cabrillo file that you 
submit to the contest sponsor also contains the 
following line: CLUB: Tennessee Contest Group. This 
will ensure that your score will contribute to the TCG 
club aggregate score. 
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ENCOUNTER WITH A RADIO – Kenny Johns WN8Y 
As a kid playing around one evening, I took notice of the large radio/phonograph with records from the 
1940s. It had the usual AM, FM and what was SW. The SW had the names of cities in other countries. It 
was 1963. As I tuned around, I heard voices in other languages. Wow, what was this, I had discovered 
shortwave radio. With few resources, I searched the bookstores and magazines finding Popular 
Communications and 73 magazines. Writing many letters and signal reports to foreign radio stations, and 
finding a 1952 Callbook, started my interest in amateur radio. I started looking and found a Sony TR814 
shortwave receiver, a Hallicrafters SX-110 and five other receivers over five years.  It was 1968. 
 
After hearing strange quacking voices, I had to figure out what I was hearing. Tuning slowly and using the 
BFO, I was able to find a single sideband amateur radio signal. I spent 5 years as a SWL, and listened to 
everything from 2-30 mhz. As life continued, I discovered baseball, motorcycles and girls. I never gave up 
the radios, as I took them with me as I moved and got married in 1970. In 1982 I went to amateur radio 
Field Day and that is all it took to finally decide to study for a ham license. It took me five years to go from 
novice to extra. With a station of a Kenwood TS-130 and two dipole antennas at 25 feet, I was able to work 
85 countries, it was 1987. Satellites RS 10/RS-12 and others proved exciting and a challenge. Working the 
Soviet MIR space station and 7 Space Shuttles was a lot of work using two vertical antennas, two 
transceivers with voice and Packet Radio, it was 1990. I’m glad that QSL cards were still in use as I have 
many hundreds.  As the years passed, I worked the 13 Colonies, SHIPS on the AIR, POTA, National Parks 
on the AIR, Summits on the Air, SOTA, School Club Roundup, Fields Days, Winter FD, Skywarn, U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary HF and TEMA, it was 1995. I have used several modes, packet, RTTY, APRS, MT63, PSK31, 
JT9, and JT65. 
 
In 2016 I started participating in the ARRL National Parks on The Air (NPOTA) program which lasted one 
year.  When the POTA program started, I continued with it until present, traveling to 5 National parks and 
16 TN state parks.  
 
Using SSB and RTTY I have enjoyed the chase and hunt for stations in many countries. My favorite 
transceivers are the ICOM IC-7300, IC-7610, also I also use an IC-7200, IC-756 PROlll and a Yaesu FT-891 
mobile.  Having older computers too old to upgrade, I recently purchased two towers and one laptop with 
Windows 11. Antennas were upgraded in 2023 from a TA-33 Mosley to a JK Navassa 5 10-20 meter band 
with the 6 meter add-on.  I’m also using a JK 401 40 meter beam, and both beams are on a tower at 45 feet 
using a Yaesu 1000 rotor.  Also there are five dipole antennas supported from the tower, all with new 213 
coax. My scores are never high, but my enjoyment is immense.  
 
I’m currently working POTA, Parks on the Air, two week days and contests on weekends.  My POTA setup 
inside the vehicle is with a Yaesu FT-891, 100  watts and  HamStick antennas. For setup outside the 
vehicle I use an Icom IC-7200 and a tripod antenna, with a 100 amp-hour Lithium Ion battery. 
Previous calls were KB4PCR, KK4ML, AB4EG. 
In 2024 I will have been retired 3 years as a building / housing codes inspector for the City of Jackson for 
24 years. 

 
 
WRTC-2026 TENT SPONSORSHIP, A REMINDER 
WRTC-2026 is looking for contest clubs to sponsor operator tents. A WRTC tent sponsorship involves a 
non-trivial amount of funding, well in excess of a thousand dollars. Many TCG members would like to 
sponsor a tent collectively as a club. While this significant expenditure may not appear to directly provide 
much benefit to TCG, WRTC is a very high-profile event which has the potential to expose a world-wide 
audience to the joys of radiosport. TCG has been a supporter of WRTC tents going back to WRTC-2014 in 
New England. We would like to continue the tradition of supporting WRTC. If you would like to contribute 
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to TCG WRTC-2026 tent sponsorship, you may send a check to K0EJ, or use the TCG PayPal 
address:tcgtreasury53@gmail.com  
 
Be sure to memo your check or PayPal transaction with “WRTC-2026 tent contribution.” Thanks for your 
support of WRTC-2026! 

 
 
DUES & MEMBERSHIP & NEW MEMBERS 
TCG received an anonymous donation from one of our members. $50 was designated towards TCG 
sponsorship of an operating tent during WRTC 2026 and the remaining $200 to support new membership. 
After discussion among the TCG officers and membership, a consensus was reached that we would 
support recruitment efforts by offering free membership for the first year to new members. Based on this 
input, 23 invitations to join were sent out. 21 were to TN hams who made it into the K4TCG Tennessee QSO 
Party log and submitted logs, and the other 2 were specific recommendations made by TCG members. So 
far 5 have accepted the invitation. A big TCG “welcome” to k4KYN, W4TTA, KQ4KIH, KT4RH, and KA4JAM. If 
current members would like to nominate new members, please e-mail K0EJ 
(mark.speck.k0ej@gmail.com) so an invite can be sent out. 
 
Are you up-do-date with your dues? Do you need help navigating the HamClubOnline? Pop us a message 
via the Google Group (https://groups.google.com/u/1/g/tcg1) and we can assist!  
 
TCG membership is open to all with an interest in contesting. There are no geographical limitations. All 
you need is a sincere interest in contesting, and the willingness to get on the air and operate with us. 

 
 

 
UPCOMING CONTESTS 
The following table is a list of the upcoming contests which qualify for the TCG Most Radioactive Award. 
For more information on the MRA, please refer to K4TCG.ORG under the TCG INFO section. Thanks to 
AD4EB for this list, and to Ted W4NZ for administering the TCG Most Radioactive Award. 
 
October 5, 2024  California QSO Party 
October 5, 2024  Oceania DX Contest, Phone 
October 12, 2024  Arizona QSO Party 
October 12, 2024  Makrothen RTTY Contest 
October 12, 2024  Nevada QSO Party 
October 12, 2024  Oceania DX Contest, CW 
October 12, 2024  Pennsylvania QSO Party 
October 12, 2024  Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB 
October 12, 2024  South Dakota QSO Party 
October 19, 2024  New York QSO Party 
October 19, 2024  Stew Perry Topband Challenge-Oct 
October 19, 2024  Worked All Germany Contest 
October 20, 2024  Illinois QSO Party 
October 26, 2024  CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB 
  
November 2, 2024  ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW 
November 9, 2024  OK/OM DX Contest, CW 
November 9, 2024  WAE DX Contest, RTTY 
November 10, 2024  North American Sprint SSB Contest, Nov 
November 16, 2024  ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB 

mailto:tcgtreasury53@gmail.com%3e
https://groups.google.com/u/1/g/tcg1
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November 16, 2024  LZ DX Contest 
November 23, 2024  CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW 
 

 
 

CALIFORNIA QSO PARTY PROPAGATION PREDICTIONS (Thanks to Mark K0EJ) 
Assumptions are 100W CW, current SSN, rural noise level, 2L@50’ (20/15/10) and dipoles@50’ (40/80) on 
both ends. I used EM75 to Sacramento for the ends. It doesn’t get much better than this! Interesting to see 
the “lull” on 15M shortly before to shortly after sunset! 
 

 
 

 
PARTIAL EMISSIONS 
Well, that’s what we got for this month. Some good contests are coming up in the remainder of this 
month. Hope everyone stays healthy and happy, and thanks in advance for the Q’s! Be sure to send me 
your news and pictures for the next one! 
  
73 — Brad WF7T 
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